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In the year 1563 Francis, then twenty-two, the eldest
son of the Duke of Florence, crossing one day the Piazza
San Marco, looked up and saw Bianca (whose story all
Florence knew) at a window, and at once fell in love with
her. She was then twenty, and at the height of her beauty.
Soon afterwards she was entrapped into a meeting with him
at the house of the Marchesa Mondragone, the wife of Fran-
cis's Spanish tutor, who lived at the house called the Casino,
on the west side of the Piazza San Marco.

"Startled by the Prince's sudden and unexpected appear-
ance in a private room, she fell on her knees, declared her-
self bankrupt of everything but honour, and implored his
forbearance and protection; and for a time he obeyed, and
left her alone."31

Soon, however, he began pursuing her with his attentions;
even fears for Piero's life contributed; while the latter, heart
less and contemptible, who was tired of her and of their
poverty-stricken life, failed to protect her in any way, and
accepted an office which Francis procured for him at th<r
court, and allowed a palace to be taken for them in the Via
Maggio, near the Ducal Palace. Piero thus promoted became
proud, insolent, dissolute, and generally detested, and aftei
a short time was one evening murdered at the corner of the
Via Maggio, near the Ponte Sta. Trinita, by one of the Ricci
family whom he had insulted.

Francis remained Bianca's devoted lover all his life, and
his marriage to the Archduchess Joanna of Austria in Decem^
ber 1564, when Bianca was twenty-one, made no difference
in this. When not at work in his laboratory, he spent most of
his time at Bianca's house in the Via Maggio.32 The Arch
duchess Joanna, furious at this neglect of herself in favoui
of a rival so far beneath her in rank, wearied her brother the
Emperor with complaints, but without avail. And when she
died in April 1578 Francis married Bianca, who was by this
time thirty-five.